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Assembly Times

Sundays
Bible Class 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

Wednesdays
Bible Classes 7:00 p.m.

Retaining The Standard
Of Sound Doctrine

Evangelist: Charles Willis
281-841-5718
charleswillisNCCofC@gmail.com

Standing Firm

“Take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to resist Volume 23
in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm” Number 28
Ephesians 6:13 July 12,2026

Know Your Bible: Answers

1. Levi (Luke 5:29-32)

2. 'The lords of the Philistines
(Judges 16:5)

3. 'The chief Priests
(Matthew 28:11-15)

4. A half shekel each
(Exodus 30:12-16)

This Week’s Assignments & Events
Sunday Worship Sunday Afternoons

Greeter: Casey Thomas July 12 3PM Summer Study

Announcements: John Van Baale
Encouragement Talk: John Franks
Opening Prayer: Paul Hainline
Scripture Reading: Gobi Warner
Luke 23:1-7 July 26 Classroom Quarter Change
Song Leader: Arturo Oroazco
Table Talk: Leighton Daniels
Contribution: Jordan Thomas
Helper: Aaron Heald

July 19 Nothing

Aug 2 Nothing

Fruit of Vine: Josh Emerson Wednesday Evening
Helper: Aarc?n EITICI‘SOH Song Leader: Jordan Thomas
Helper: Verlin Wilson Speaker: Josh Emerson

Closing Prayer: Tyler Blazek

Truth Is Absolute

Pilate’s question of Jesus, “What is truth?” is the norm of today in our society. We live in a relativistic
world. “No” sometimes means “No,” maybe, possibly, but not certainly. “Yes” may mean “Yes, perhaps,
unless I mean no.” And, we certainly do not know what the meaning of “Is” is. Therefore, truth is what
we believe the truth is.

May I ask, “Are we, as human beings, really that dumb?” Do we really not know what “yes” and
“no” mean? Are we really confused over right and wrong? Is truth really relative? We know better. Our
problem ascertaining whether truth is absolute or relative is not intellectual but moral. We, as people, do
not like to be told there are some things that are absolutely right and wrong. Why? Because we want to
do what we want to do. We don’t want anyone telling us what we can or cannot do. God forbid that we
should point out sin. If there really is such a thing as sin, then there really is such a thing as an absolute
right and wrong, which means there is such a thing as an absolute standard: truth.

'The problem of understanding absolute truth is not new to our day. Isaiah spoke of the same thing.
“Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; Who put
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” (Isa. 5:20). Why did the people of Isaiah’s day confuse right and
wrong? “Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, And prudent in their own sight!” (Isa. 5:21). That is
the problem today as well. The problem is not “is truth absolute,” but whether we in our eyes see it as
absolute. In our pride, we want to do other than what God commands, therefore, truth becomes relative.
We allow our pride to determine what is right and wrong, not God.

In order to correct this problem we need to understand truth is the standard by which all knowledge
is ascertained whether it be in the field of law, science, medicine, or religion. Truth is the standard. When
we go to the store to buy a pound of meat, we are confident it has been correctly weighed. What gives
us that confidence? A standard of weights and measures: truth. We recognize the importance of truth in
every area of our lives until it comes to religion.

Once we recognize truth as the standard for all knowledge, we must admit that absolute truth must
have a source. Truth is absolute because it comes from a Sovereign God. Sovereign means above or
superior to all others, chief, greatest, supreme. We can’t get any higher on the scale of government than
God. When we say God is sovereign, we include the idea that His authority is inherent because of who
He is and what He has done. It is His by right of creation. That is what makes the Gentiles behavior
so sad. They exchanged the truth of God for a lie.... (Rom. 1:25). They exchanged the sovereign God
and His authority for their own standard. What did they do? They committed the vilest acts known to




man (Rom. 1:26-32). Do you see why admitting truth to be absolute is a moral
problem not an intellectual problem? They did what they wanted to do, but they
could not do that and admit there is truth. Why? To admit there is truth is an
admission there is a God, and by right of creation He has the right to tell me
what to do. We cannot get more fundamental than thinking truth is absolute
because it comes from a Sovereign God. Once we understand God is Creator
that says something about His power, wisdom, greatness, excellence, kindness
and majesty. Who am I? Nobody! What can I do against Him? Nothing! Who
shall I go to for counsel? No one. But, look, He holds our very lives in His hand.
He has the right to rule our lives. He gives absolute truth (Rom. 11:34-36).
Truth is woven into the fabric of our universe. It is ordained and sustained by
God. We can disregard truth, but we cannot destroy it; it is indestructible. When
men change the image of an incorruptible God into the form of man we have a
god we make in our image, that fits what we want to do. If our god is one we can
carry in our pocket, then we are never wrong, are we? Truth is what we make it.

Furthermore, our Sovereign God has not left us to wonder what truth really
is. He has revealed what He wants for us to please Him. Truth has been made
known to man. However, it takes a special kind of heart to see that truth is
absolute. Not everyone will because not everyone wants to. Not only do we
owe God a debt of gratitude and service, we must listen to Him. His word is
truth (Jhn. 17:17). Scripture contains truth that God breathed (2Tim.3:16-
17). Each word is from the mind of God (1 Cor. 2:11-13). No man could have
imagined the truth God revealed. Only our Sovereign God could have produced
truth because He is truth (Jhn. 14:6). He produced the truth in such a manner
that man can know the truth (Jhn. 7:17). It is able to set him free (Jhn. 8:32).
Our problem is, “We have lied to ourselves, that we know the truth, until we
have crippled our hope of learning the truth. Or, we have convinced ourselves
(another lie) that there is no certain truth, so that even faith becomes a leap in
the dark, an essential to avoid despair, or maybe truth (?) is treated subjectively,
every man to himself. We know that truth in the material universe is not so

vacillating: 2+2 = 4 to all men; God is different” ( Plain Talk 16:3: May 1979).

Finally, truth, by it’s very nature is singular. Truth is intolerant and exclusive.
It is not subject to arbitration nor subjective appraisals. That which is truth
is real and genuine. The truth is not some philosophical extraction which is
reached by the reasoning of the human mind. Truth is not relative to time,
change or feeling. Truth is without exception or exemption. It is not subject to
recounts, no hanging or pregnant chads. It is not subject to a Presidential veto,
congressional approval or a ruling by the Supreme Court. It is the standard by
which all else is measured. It is objective. God has revealed truth. Our challenge
is to search and find it.
Rickie Jenkins
Focus Magazine, July 15,2015

Know

Your
Bible

Taxes and Bribes

1. By what other
name was the
tax collector
Matthew
known?

2. Who offered
Delilah silver is
she could find
out the secret
of Samson’s
strength?

3. Who bribed the
guards at Jesus’
tomb to say that
the disciples
stole the body?

4. How much
tax did all adult
Israelites have
to pay when
the census was
taken?

Answers On Back

Sunday Sermon

Point your phone camera at
the square below, then click on
the link to hear the sermon.
Recordings will change mid-week.

OH0

r]

CIfa

The Twelve Tribes

By Charles Willis

Look in the back of your Bible and you
will likely find a map of the 12 Tribes of
Israel. Many have studied this map, but
do not understand the truth that is being
relayed.

12 TRIBES
OF ISRAEL

God changed Jacob’s name to “Israe/”
(Gen. 32:28). The Tribes of Israel are
named after his 12 sons: Reuben, Simeon,
Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher,
Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph and Benjamin
(Gen. 29-30). Their descendants fulfilled the
Nation promise to Abram, Isaac and Jacob
first found in Genesis 12:2. The Israelites
were a nation by the time of the Egyptian
enslavement in Exodus 1.

As you look at that map in your Bible,
notice you will not see a portion given to
Levi or Joseph. In fact, if you count the
territories you will find there are twelve, but
two are named Manasseh — one on either

side of the Jordan. What happened to Levi

and Joseph?

“Only to the tribe of Levi he did not give an inheritance; the offerings by fire to the Lord,
the God of Israel, are their inheritance, as He spoke to him” (Joshua 13:14). Joshua 20-
21 records the Levites being given 6 cities of refuge and 48 other cities scattered
throughout the nation.

When Jacob (Israel) was near death, Joseph came to him with his two sons seeking a
blessing for them. Jacob said, “I give you one portion more than your brothers, which I took
| from the hand of the Amorite with my sword and my bow” (Gen. 48:22). Your map has no
tribe of “Joseph”, but instead shows the “double inheritance” of Joseph given to his sons

— Ephraim and Manasseh.

So you will see twelve tribes of Israel on the map, but they are not ALL the same as
the twelve sons of Jacob.




