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“Take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to resist 
in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm” 

Ephesians 6:13

In our society there is the general feeling that men don’t cry. For some reason men 
seem to think crying is a sign of weakness. John 11:35 simply says, “Jesus wept.” Do we 
think Jesus was weak? My own personal observation of righteous men tells me that it 
is good, appropriate, and helpful to cry. Sadly, life seems to be full of opportunities for 
us to cry.

I remember when I was in college and pulled a muscle in my back which put me on 
the floor, included a visit to the E.R., and bed rest at home for three days. We have all 
had times of physical pain and frustration associated with health that makes us cry.

More sorrowful than physical pain is emotional pain. The grief expressed at the 
passing of a loved one, crying at the funeral, crying after the funeral - sometimes years 
later. The pain of separation runs deep and strikes chords all of us are familiar with.

But even more painful than either of these must be tears over sin. I’ve cried over 
my own sin. I believe godly sorrow that leads to repentance is the most heartfelt and 
sincere grief. I remember crying over family who has left the Lord, Christian friends 
who have sinned and repented, and friends who are not Christians. These are realities 
of this life on earth. Tears are frequent, shared, and common.

There is a simple statement in Scripture that has a strong ramifications for all of us. 
“Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall 
be His people, and God Himself will be among them, and He will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or 
crying, or pain; the first things have passed away” (Revelation 21:3-4). Here are five things 
which will not be present when we are with God: no tears, no death, no mourning, 
no crying, no pain. The Greek translated “sorrow” means mourning. And “pain” means 
great trouble, anguish, pain. The sin that causes these will be no more: sin and death 
are swallowed up in victory (1 Corinthians 15:54)! Eternal life will be fundamentally 
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1.	 Who wept 
when he thought 
Joseph was dead?

2.	 Who cried in 
Egypt when his 
brothers did not 
recognize him?

3.	 The elders of 
which church 
upon hearing the 
prophecy that 
Paul would be 
handed over to 
the Gentiles?

4.	 Who wept 
bitterly after 
denying Jesus?

5.	 At which 
friend’s funeral 
did Jesus weep?
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different than life on this earth. We will have a new body (1 
Corinthians 15:40–46). The problems that plague us in this life will 
be no more. Those things that cause us to cry will be done away 
with.

Though we find it difficult to believe, we will have no grief 
over our loved ones who are condemned. God will wipe away 
every tear. Our joy will so complete, so overwhelming we will not 
feel emotional pain for others who have no obeyed the Lord (2 
Thessalonians 1:8–9). We will say with everyone else in heaven, “to 
Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and 
glory and dominion forever and ever” (Revelation 5:13).

In context, the passage in Revelation 21 discusses how God will 
remove everything that would cause us sorrow. I can remember 
moments in my life when I shed tears of joy. I like the thought that 
God wipes away every tear, some of those may be tears of joy. To be 
in the presence of God! To see my Savior and Lord! To converse 
with the saints gone before! To know that I made it! There is no 
greater thought I can consider that would cause tears of joy! I can 
imagine God smiling at me and wiping away even those tears. 
Such bliss awaits the faithful!

By Charles Willis
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