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“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and 
on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 

all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” 

(Matthew 28:18–20)

Jesus did not want the apostles to just go and 
baptize people, he wanted them to make disciples 
of others. His instructions were for others to 
observe all that He commanded the apostles. I think 
we sometimes overlook the simplicity of Jesus’ 
instructions and try to ascertain what Jesus wants of 
us by looking at everything except what He taught the 
apostles.

It is my intention in this workbook to look 
diligently at the things Jesus taught the apostles 
about being a disciple. The gospels are full of 
this information but I do not know that we have 
considered it all at once such as we will in this 
study. I believe this gives us a better picture of what 
Jesus desires of His disciples and therefore helps us 
know where we need to improve or change. It seems 
to me that if the apostles needed to be trained in 
discipleship, we do too.

Everyone recognizes the need of training for the 
babe in Christ, but I do not think any of us would 
have considered the apostles babes after traveling 
with Jesus for more than two years. Yet they were 
still in training. How much more do we need to be 
trained?

Jesus called twelve men from the Jews. The Jews 
should have been able to recognize Jesus as the 
Messiah because of the prophecies of the Old Law. 
Many of the Jews DID recognize Him. At first Jesus 
called these men by saying “follow Me” (John 1:43) 
and “I will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 
4:19). He told Nathaniel, “Because I said to you that 
I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You 
shall see greater things than these...You shall see the 
heavens opened and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man” (John 1:50-51). There 
is no doubt in my mind that the apostles saw this and 
much more in their time with Jesus.

That they would become fishers of men indicates 

Jesus was calling these men to follow Him and be 
trained for a great purpose. This training was of 
great importance to Jesus. In the intercessory prayer 
recorded in John 17, Jesus speaks of the training of 
these twelve men as if it were a main function of 
His ministry: “for the words which You gave Me I 
have given to them; and they received them and truly 
understood that I came forth from You, and they 
believed that You sent Me.” (John 17:8).

Much had been accomplished by the times Jesus 
says this. At first the apostles were typical of many 
of the Jews - full of prejudices, narrow minded, 
believing misconceptions. Accepting the ideas 
taught by Jesus about the Kingdom were difficult 
to comprehend and adopt. They were men of good, 
honest hearts, but ones that needed much instruction 
in righteousness. Jesus had much work in molding 
these men into disciples of the Messiah.

One undeniable trait all these men possessed was 
the desire to follow Jesus and be a part of the Divine 
Kingdom that was to come, even if they did not 
fully understand the Kingdom. They left all to follow 
Him. They walked away from the fishing businesses, 
their position as tax collector or physician. They left 
families at home. Surely they were scoffed at and 
ridiculed by friends and loved ones - yet they chose 
to follow Jesus. They were mesmerized by the majesty 
of the Messiah and the promises He was making to 
them.

Jesus makes them fishers of men to an extent they 
probably could not imagine at first. Many souls were 
brought into the Church by the direct teaching and 
preaching of these men. Even today their messages 
convert men to Christ through the written word. 
They taught exactly what Jesus told them - ‘all that 
He had commanded’ them. They worked to make 
disciples of others by teaching the lessons they had 
learned from Jesus.

Their lessons were taught to them in private, often 
after a day of great miracles or teaching. Jesus would 
retire for the evening and teach in detail tot he twelve. 
These men became a set group evidently just prior to 
Jesus preaching the “sermon on the mount” (Matthew 
4:17ff).

(continued on next page)

Introduction
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It is not an accident that Jesus initially chose 
twelve men. In Matthew 19:28 Jesus states, “Truly 
I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the 
regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His 
glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” The Jews would 
not have missed the significance of the number of 
apostles being trained by Jesus.

Join me as together we investigate the teachings 
of Christ to His apostles in training. What did Jesus 
see was important that the disciples needed to learn? 
What lessons did He emphasize through repetition? 
What memorable statements stick out in the apostles’ 
teachings? If we truly desire to be disciples and better 
servants of God, we will study to show ourselves 
approved before Him.
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We’ve all seen the courtroom dramas or perhaps 
been selected to serve on a jury so that we understand 
the importance of the testimony of witnesses. Jesus 
knew the disciples would have to be able to testify 
about the truth of Jesus and made certain they were 
witnesses of His words and actions.

Consider first how the apostles were witnesses to 
the teaching of Jesus. They saw first hand the power 
of His teaching in parables. Though they often had 
trouble understanding His point, Jesus would be sure 
to give them the understanding. He was also known 
to teach in contrasts comparing one group of people 
with another. For example: the rich man and the 
beggar; the publican and the sinner; the Pharisees 
and the true servant.

In the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5–7) we 
see Jesus giving specific teaching about ‘what you 
have heard’ followed by the true intent of God. He 
explains in depth the concepts of hatred and murder 
(5:21–26); adultery, marriage, and divorce (5:27–32); 
vows (5:33–37); service and love (5:38–48); alms 
giving, prayer, and fasting (6:1–15); worry (6:16–34); 
judging (7:1–5); and false teachers (7:15–23). The 
multitudes were amazed at His teachings (7:28). since 
He was teaching as one having His own authority, 
and not as their scribes. The scribes frequently quoted 
other scribes for justification of their position. So 
their statements often began: scribe “A”, building on 
the principle set forth by scribe “B” and held up by 
scribes “C”, “D”, and “E” - it becomes clear that the 
teaching of God is... Jesus did not sound anything 
like that. He said, “I say unto you...” He taught as one 
having authority. The disciples clearly recognized the 
differences in Jesus’ teaching methods, His tone, and 
even His use of Scripture (the Old Law).

We must also consider how the disciples were 
witnesses to the great miracles of the life of Christ. 
We have a select few of the miracles recorded for us, 
John only choosing seven for his gospel account. But 
just these seven were enough to cause men to believe 
in Jesus (John 20:30–31). The other writers record 
more miracles, but all of them indicate many more 
were performed. Hear Mark 1:32–34 “When evening 
came, after the sun had set, they began bringing to Him 
all who were ill and those who were demon-possessed. 

And the whole city had gathered at the door. And He 
healed many who were ill with various diseases, and 
cast out many demons; and He was not permitting 
the demons to speak, because they knew who He was.” 
More miracles were possibly performed in this one 
night than all that we have recorded in the gospels.

While the apostles were witnesses of the power 
of God, their recounting of these miracles seem dry 
and unexcited as if they had become “normal” or 
“accustomed” to seeing them. What does seem to 
stand out in their accounts is the depth of love Jesus 
had for men in healing them. His compassion is what 
impressed them.

These are the things the disciples were taught, and 
which they convey to us. We should do the same.
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Expectations

1. How are we to be a witness of Christ?

2. How can we determine what kind of heart a person has?

3. Can hearts be changed? If so, how?

4. What have you found to be effective methods and approaches when teaching others?

When we are teaching others, what 
should be our expectations?

1. Luke 10:16

2. 1 Thessalonians 4:8

3. John 13:20

4. Acts 17:32–34

5. Acts 28:23–24

6. Romans 11:14

7. 1 Corinthians 9:22

How might our attitude be unrealistic 
when teaching others?

1. How was Jesus teaching the disiciples (Mark 4:33–34)?

READ again Jesus’ parable in Matthew 13:1–23
2. How does He explain the parable to the disciples?

3. Why was this parable important to their training and ours?

4. Why does Jesus say the disciples were blessed?

5. What mysteries were granted to the apostles (v.11)?
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Jesus was a man of prayer. He was often excusing 
Himself from the group of disciples and going off 
alone to pray on a mountain top all night, or off to 
the side for a while. The disciples were used to this 
activity by the Christ. What we must also see is that 
Jesus often prayed publicly and that these prayers 
made the disciples painfully aware of how poor their 
prayers were in comparison. This led one of the 
disciples to ask “Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1).

All of us (as disciples) should be praying on a 
regular basis - that is not the point of this lesson. 
What we need to be impressed with is the disciples 
desire to pray more earnestly from the heart.

Jesus, knowing their need for guidance, offers what 
we refer to as “the Lord’s Prayer” (also recorded in 
Matthew 6). Jesus is going to demonstrate the proper 
form for prayer and make a point about the need for 
perseverance in prayer. It is important that we also 
learn the lessons about prayer which Jesus taught.

Too often in my own life, and many that I speak 
to, prayer seems to get pushed to a back burner. It 
becomes an obligation to be fulfilled on a daily basis. 
Worse still is when prayer is only a means of last 
resort when things are going bad and we feel a need 
for help. For some, prayer is not a part of their lives 
and application of Jesus’ teaching will be difficult to 
adopt. Yet, we must learn.

The “Lord’s Prayer” is abused greatly in our society 
as a prayer to be repeated before sporting events, 
before going into battle, before just about anything. 
It is repeated so often by some it has been trivialized. 
The lack of discipleship in some is easily seen in that 
they have not learned the lessons Jesus taught on this 
occasion. We need to know the meanings of each 
of these phrases. They can be of some comfort to us 
as we realize the simplicity of the words said by our 
Lord which so fully encapsulate many of the feelings 
of our heart.

As we grow older and more mature in Christ we 
come to realize the need for persistence in prayer. 
To make our requests known to God, perhaps for 
wisdom in a particular matter. Many days can go 
by when we feel no progress is being made toward 
understanding. There may seem to be no help in 
making a decision. Even in seeking a healing for the 

sick we may have a long wait - yet Jesus indicates our 
persistence is needed and good.

Persistence in prayer continually forces us to 
turn our problems over to God. To assert that God 
is in control and that His will is going to be done 
regardless. In this way prayer helps us maintain a 
Christian focus in life. It aids us in remaining faithful 
in difficult times. Jesus understood these simple 
concepts, but had to teach them to the disciples. This 
He does in Luke 11:5-13. These are lessons we also 
need to learn.

I believe one of the greatest problems in believer’s 
lives is a lack of prayer. As James said, “You do not 
have because you do not ask” (4:2). We all need 
persistence in prayer.

Prayer
Lesson 2
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Acceptable Prayer

1. Why do we say “in Jesus’ name” at the end of our prayers? It’s not in the Lord’s Prayer”.

2. What main point do you think Jesus was trying to teach the disciples about prayer?

3. Relate what you have found effective in your own prayers. When, where, why, and about what do 
you pray?

1. What do these passages teach us 
about prayer?

 a. Psalm 34:15-18

 b. 1 John 5:14

 c. James 1:6-7

 d. James 4:3

 e. James 5:16

2. Other than Christ, who do you 
see in Scripture as a prayerful 
person? (Give references.)

READ Luke 11:1-4 and Matthew 6:5-13
1. Who does Jesus say has their reward “in full” when they pray?

2. What is a meaningless repetition? Give some examples.

3. We are to “pray in this way” (Matt. 6:9). Create an outline of 
the “Lord’s Prayer” stating the types of things we should pray 
about. Try not to use His phrases, but put in your own words.

4. What is Jesus’ point in saying we should “ask...seek...and 
knock”?

5. What kind of response does Jesus say we can expect from the 
Father?
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Lesson 3
Holiness

Jesus was training His disciples at a period in time 
when the Pharisees were dictating to the Jews how 
a man should live before God. Holiness became an 
observance of man-made laws that dealt with the 
minutia of life. Jesus is approached by the Pharisees 
on a number of occasions about His failure to observe 
the traditions and the Low. At these times He taught 
the Pharisees and the disciples what holiness was 
really about.

Three main areas will be examined in this lesson to 
help us understand the principles: fasting, washings, 
and Sabbath day observances. I encourage you to read 
the references and consider what Jesus says.

“Then the disciples of John came to Him, saying, 
;Why do we and the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples 
do not fast?” (Matthew 9:14). In fasting, the Pharisees 
and the disciples of John were in agreement, but it 
was not an agreement in motive. “John’s disciples 
performed their religions duties in simplicity, godly 
sincerity, and moral earnestness; the Pharisees, as a 
class, did all their works ostentatiously, hypocritically, 
and as mater of mechanical routine.” (The Training 
Of The Twelve, Bruce, p.71). We can also see the zeal 
exhibited by those who were fasting. In addition to 
the annual fasts around the time of the Passover and 
other such celebrations, the pious Pharisees adopted 
fasting on Mondays and Thursdays every week. So it 
appeared bizarre to the religiously minded that Jesus 
and His disciples did not fast.

A second problem identified by the Pharisees is 
indicated in Matthew 15:2 where they ask, “Why 
do Your disciples transgress the tradition of the 
elders? For they do not wash their hands when they 
eat bread.” Other instances of the same concept will 
be examined. The Pharisaical washing were not to 
promote physical cleanliness, but spiritual purity. 
They believed any contact with a Gentile defiled 
a righteous man, so the washings were to remove 
defilement from contact with Gentiles, a dead man, 
or an unclean animal. They eventually went so far as 
to even provide for possible contamination. The water 
had to be pure and applied in a manner to insure 
purity much like a surgeon scrubbing up. Everything 
touching the food had to be clean. It is no wonder 
they were surprised that Jesus and His disciples ate 

with unwashed hands.

“Behold, Your disciples do what is not lawful to 
do on the Sabbath” (Matthew 12:1). there are six 
instances of similar charges being made. The problem 
the Pharisees had was in doing work on the Sabbath. 
We might say they disagreed on the definition of 
‘work.’ The Pharisaical view of the Sabbath was: “He 
best keeps the Sabbath who goes greatest lengths in 
mere abstinence from any thing that can be construed 
in labor” (ibid. p.92). This was not at all Jesus’ 
understanding, and not what He taught the disciples.

Look at the passages and let us learn from Jesus 
what holiness is really about.
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Jesus’ Responses

1. How can we be guilty of having the same attitude as the Pharisees regarding traditions?             
Please give examples.

2. What should the disciples today learn about conforming to the worldly perceptions of holiness?

3. What will true holiness cause us to do and become? How will it be manifested in our lives?

4. Is holiness an attitude, a behavior, a character trait, or a state of being?

1. What point is Jesus making about fasting in the given 
references to the right? Why didn’t His disciples fast?

2. In washings, what does Jesus indicate we should be concerned 
about that can defile a man?

3. By holding to the traditions, what did Jesus say they had done 
with God’s Law (Mark 7)?

4. Did Jesus violate the Sabbath Law? Id not, what did He violate?

5. Please explain Jesus’ reference to King David and the 
shewbread in Matthew 12. What is His point?

For each refereces, give Jesus’ answer 
to the Pharisees. 

The full contexted is referenced.

FASTING
Matthew 9:14–17

WASHINGS
Matthew 15:1–20

Mark 7:1–23
Luke 11:37–41

SABBATH VIOLATION
Matthew 12:1–14

Luke 13:10–16
Luke 14: 1–16
John 5:1–18

John 9:13–17
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Righteousness
Lesson 4

Matthew 16:1–12 relates an interesting number 
of events in the life of Christ. The Pharisees and 
Sadducees test Him asking for a sign. Jesus tells them 
they can tell what the weather will be like, but they 
cannot discern the signs of the time. He refused to 
grant them a sign – except the sign of Jonah. He and 
the disciples travel to the other back of the Sea of 
Galilee and He seems to suddenly remark, “Watch 
out and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.” His disciples did not understand and 
thought he was speaking of literal bread (which they 
had forgotten to bring). Jesus sets them straight in 
verse 11, then verse 12 tells us they understood He 
was speaking of the teaching of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.

Over and over we can read of how the Jewish 
leaders asked for a sign from Jesus. They apparently 
wanted something more than the obvious healings 
which were taking place. These were not enough 
to convince them. Certainly Jesus condemns their 
lack of faith. On this occasion He seems to continue 
to think about these things till they get to the 
other shore. There He vocalizes His thinking to the 
disciples. But this is not the only time they hear this 
teaching.

Usually the Pharisees and Sadducees were 
opposing parties in a dispute, but here we see them 
teaming up and working together in asking Jesus for 
a sign. Their “leaven” is the same in Jesus’ mind. Both 
of them were worldly minded. Thus they were against 
Christ because He was not of this world.

Men have the same tendencies today to be of 
one mind or the other. Consider the writing of A.B. 
Bruce: “A Christian is...one who differs radically from 
both. A weighty truth, not yet well understood; for 
it is fancied by many that right believing and right 
living consist in going to the opposite extreme from 
any tendency whose evil influence is apparent. To 
avoid Pharisaic strictness and superstition, grown 
odious, men run into Sadducaic skepticism and 
license; or, frightened by the excesses of infidelity and 
secularity, they seek salvation in ritualism, infallible 
churches, and the revival of medieval monkery. 
Thus the two tendencies continue ever propagating 
each other on the principle of action and reaction; 

one generation or school going all lengths in one 
direction, and another making a point of being as 
unlike its predecessor or its neighbor as possible, and 
both being equally far from the truth.” (Training of the 
Twelve, Bruce, p.159)

Everywhere the people looked they could see signs 
that Jesus was the Christ, yet they blinded themselves 
with a deadness of heart toward God. This deadly 
leaven is mentioned in several places in the gospel 
accounts where Jesus was teaching His disciples. 
It is very clear He did not want us to be anything 
like the Pharisees or Saducees. Our motivation for 
righteousness must come from the heart – a heart 
that desires to please God.

In preparation for the questions in this lesson, 
please read the following texts:

Two Parallel Accounts
Matthew 15:3–9

Mark 7:6–13

Matthew 6:1–18

Matthew 23:1–39
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Meanings

1. For each answer given in question #1 under WHAT DOES IT SAY, please give a modern example of 
how we can be guilty of the same attitude.

2. How else might we adopt a Pharisaical attitude?

3. How do we prevent this rom happening?

4. Which of the seven churches of Asia (Revelation 2–3) would you say best exemplify a Pharisaical 
attitude? What lessons should we learn from them?

1. What specific charges of condemnation does Jesus apply to the 
Scribes and Pharisees in Matthew 23?

2. Which of these charges is similar to His charge in Matthew 6?

3. Because of the attitude and actions of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, what did Jesus say would be their consequence?

4. On your opinion, which verse the chapter best sums up 
Matthew 23?

1. What is the disfference in 
“holiness” (lesson 3) and 
“righteousness” (lesson 4)?

2. Please explain Matthew 23:34

3. What kind of religion and worship 
does God expect from us? Is this 
the same as what He expected of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees?
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Lesson 5
The lesson before us is a difficult one in that 

we don’t want to hear it. I mean, we’ve all heard it 
before, but we have great difficulty applying it. Jesus 
on several occasions taught us what it was to be a 
disciple.

In Mark 8:31ff Jesus begins to tell the disciples 
some of the things that were going to happen leading 
to His crucifixion and resurrection. After setting 
forth the cross He was to bear, He then summons 
the multitude with His disciples and says, “If anyone 
wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow Me” (Mark 8:34). This is 
Jesus’ law of discipleship.

I say we have trouble applying this primarily 
because of the first tenant of Jesus’ law - it is difficult 
to deny ourselves. It requires great self-control and a 
willingness to submit into God. It becomes for many 
a hurdle and obstacle to be overcome.

We might think a person can follow Jesus without 
denying himself, yet Jesus says we cannot. These three 
tenants, or traits, are interdependent and required 
for those who are His disciples. They were not just 
for the apostles, but for the multitude as well. So we 
understand that all of us are expected to hear Jesus’ 
law of discipleship. We must each work to deny 
ourselves and submit unto God.

The second tenant states we must take up our cross. 
Through the eyes of history it is easy for us to see the 
literal cross that Jesus bore, but we need to also see 
the other “crosses” He bore along the way. Things like 
betrayal, rejection, humiliation. These are difficult for 
any of us to bear. Jesus had feelings and emotions just 
as we do. Surely He felt embarrassment when kissed 
by Judas, when spat upon, when ridiculed while 
hanging on a cross. The disciple of Christ is expected 
to also bear his cross, but that cross may be different 
for each of us. Some are willing to deny themselves, 
but then have difficulty bearing their cross. To leave 
off one of the other means we are not truly His 
disciple.

The third tenant of Jesus’ law of discipleship is that 
we follow Him. We like to think that we all do this, 
but perhaps we need to more carefully consider what 
Jesus is saying. We know the apostles were part of 
this audience and again through history we know the 

kind of lives they led and for most of them the deaths, 
they faced because of their faith. Those people who 
obeyed the truth in the first century (the remainder of 
His audience) also had much grief and persecution, 
often leading to death because of their faith. Jesus’ 
deep love for God caused Him to humble “Himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death 
on a cross.” Can we say we have been that obedient? 
The Hebrew writer tells us to fix our eyes on Jesus 
(who endured the cross), “for consider Him who has 
endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, 
so that you may not grow weary and lose heart. You 
have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in 
your striving against sin” (Hebrews 12:3–4). Perhaps 
our expectations for personal obedience needs to be 
elevated to that of Christ!

“A disciple is not above his teacher” (Matthew 
10:24).

Discipleship
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Digging Deeper

1. Which of the three tenants of Jesus’ law of discipleship do you have the greatest trouble with? Why? 
Give examples.

2. How do we become a better, more committed disciple?

3. If the disciple is not above the teacher, to what extent should we be willing to follow Jesus?

4. Is cross-bearing merely speaking of endurance or is more involved?

1. Define “disciple.”

2. Describe how the apostles obeyed 
the law of discipleship.

3. What does Matthew 5:13–16 teach 
us about discipleship?

4. What did Jesus mean in context 
when He told Peter to “follow Me” 
(John 21:15–19)?

1. What reasons given by Jesus should make obedience to the law 
of discipleship easier? (Please explain each one)

 A. Mark 8:35

 B. Mark 8:36–37

 C. Matthew 16:27

2. What other expectations does Jesus have of His disciples?

 A. Luke 14:26 / Matthew 10:34–39

 B. Luke 14:33

 C. Luke 9:57–62

 D. Matthew 19:16–24
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Lesson 6
READING: Matthew 18:1-35

In temper, Jesus was much different from the 
men who flow Him. His attitudes and behaviors 
were so much better than us it makes our adoption 
of these traits difficult. This training was important 
for the disciples who walked with Him, and equally 
important for us who believe but have not seen Him.

Our reading for this lesson opens with the disciples 
asking what appears to be a logical question: “Who 
then is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” The 
problem with this question is that it speaks to the 
desire of men for power, recognition, and fame. In 
general, mankind continually vies for position in 
the business world and sadly even in the church. 
This problem is radically seen in the Pharisee who 
prayed, “God, I thank You that I am not like other 
people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this 
tax collector” (Luke 18:11). This man saw himself as 
elevated above others. In truth, he saw himself as 
greater in the kingdom than the tax-gatherer who 
could only say, “God, be merciful to me a sinner.” Jesus 
tells us the tax-gatherer went to his house justified! 
We often have a completely wrong concept of what it 
means to be a follower of Jesus.

Jesus essentially tells the disciples ‘you need to 
change.’ He said “unless you are converted.” The 
attitude of ‘who is the greatest’ is the mind of man, 
but not the mind of Christ. Jesus truly IS the greatest 
in the Kingdom, yet His attitude was to “not regard 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being 
made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance 
as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient 
to the point of death, even death [c]on a cross” (Phil. 
2:6–8). The greatest in the kingdom became the 
lowest by choice. Those who follow Jesus must 
convert their thinking to be more like Christ.

Furthermore, Jesus tells us a lot about how we 
need to treat those who choose to leave the Lord. Out 
attitude is to quickly become disgusted and give up 
on those who quit God. We want to tell others about 
it, even perhaps publicizing their desire to sin. Jesus 
teaches us a proper course to follow that is best for 
the one in error, yet so many today fail to hear and 
apply His teaching! It seems to be difficult for us to 

train our temper to obey in this regard.

Finally, Peter asks, “Lord, how often shall my 
brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven 
times?” (Matt. 18:21) The nature of man seems to be 
unforgiving. That is the point of Jesus’ parable (at first 
glance). What we fail to see is the conclusion of His 
teaching, “My heavenly Father will also do the same 
to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from 
your heart” (Matt. 18:35). We struggle mightily with 
this. We want to hold grudges, we want the other guy 
to forgive first, we want to win and be proven correct. 
Seldom do we see the attitude taught by Paul in 1 
Corinthians 6:7 “Why not rather be wronged? Why not 
rather be defrauded?” While we do not take a brother 
to court, we will allow a congregation to divide. How 
we need to have our tempers trained!

Training In Temper
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The Parable

1. What problems tend to arise when a need for church discipline is present?

2. Social rank and perceived spiritual rank still exist in the church. What problems have these led to? 
(Give examples.)

3. How are the points in this lesson impacted by Jesus’ law of discipleship studied in lesson #5?

4. How might Matthew 17:24–27 be an example of Jesus’ point in chapter 18?

1. How many times does Jesus say 
we are to forgive a brother? Is this 
literal?

2. What did the servant do that 
demonstrated a lack of forgiveness 
or compassion?

3. Describe God’s mercy for us 
compared to our willingness to 
forgive.

4. How does this compare with 
Matthew 6:14–15?

1. In what ways are we to be converted and become like children? 
(Matt. 18:3–6)

2. In training in temper, why does Jesus teach we should not 
despise one of these little ones? (Matt. 18:10)

3. What is the correct way for us to reprove a brother who is in 
sin? What are the steps?

4. “Let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax-gatherer” (Matt. 
18:17). What are we to learn from the designation of these two 
classes?

5. How does a lack of forgiveness continue to cause problems in 
the Lord’s church?
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Service
Lesson 7

READING:
Matthew 20:17–28

Mark 10: 32–43
Luke 18:31–34

The incidents recorded in these readings are just 
a few days before the crucifixion, many speculating 
them to be a week prior. Jesus was teaching (again) 
of the things that were going to happen to Him in 
Jerusalem. Yet Luke’s account says “the disciples 
understood none of these things, and the meaning of 
this statement was hidden from them, and they did not 
comprehend the things that were said” (Luke 18:34). 
It is almost like their minds were on something 
else considering the fulfillment of the prophecies 
regarding the coming Messiah. Perhaps they were 
thinking this was the time He would take the throne 
of David (literally) and begin ruling.

Matthew’s account tells us the mother of the sons 
of Zebedee makes a request of Jesus. Mark’s account 
says James and John came to Him making the same 
request. Even though their mother was present it 
seems clear the request came from the disciples. Their 
request was to sit on the right and left hand of Jesus 
when He sits on his throne. After hearing Jesus teach 
about who is greatest in the kingdom (lesson #6) they 
come back with this question. Such is human nature.

It was an irreverent request because it was asking 
Jesus to become the tool of their ambition. Their 
ambition blinded them. They failed to see how Jesus 
was being “used” in their request. They pushed ahead 
with their request regardless of any harm it might 
cause. There is a profound lack of delicacy!

Their request was also ignorant. They were 
obviously only thing of the kingdom in a physical 
sense. They believed the positions of power would be 
granted because of a request, not because of any merit 
or justice. Such was the way men ruled in kingdoms. 
It relegated Jesus to a king who favors flatterers.

Their request was intensely selfish. They did not 
care what harm their hopeful positions of power 
might cause in the group of followers. Yet even the 
question caused “the ten began to feel indignant 
with James and John” (Luke 10:41). Their selfishness 
blinded them to the harm caused.

Jesus does not hotly reject their quest by with the 
patience of a parent speaking to a young child He 
simply says, “You do not know hat you are asking for.” 
He knew the suffering that was required of those who 
would be part of the kingdom. He did not speak of 
any place of supposed honor at the right and the left 
hand. When asked if they could drink His cup, James 
and John said “we are able.” The bravado in their reply 
is similar to Peter’s statement in Matthew 26:33 “even 
though all may fall away because of You, I will never 
fall away.”

Jesus works in this passage to teach the disciples 
that ruling over people is not the point in His 
kingdom, but serving others. What greater example is 
given that Jesus “giving His life a ransom for many.”
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1. How can we be servants of each other? What can we do?

2. Should we expect to drink of “Jesus’ cup” as His disciple? If so, how?

3. How are the attitudes of James and John seen in the Church today? How does the indignation of the 
ten also exist in the Church today?

4. How is Jesus our example in service?

Other Passages
1. What was the “cup” that Jesus was going to drink?

2. How did the disciples drink His cup? How were they baptized 
with His baptism?

3. Why was the position on His left and right not his to give 
(Mark 10:40)?

4. How does Jesus compare His kingdom to the kingdoms of the 
world?

5. How does Jesus say we can become great and first?

1. What point in Jesus’ teaching did 
Diotrephes miss (3 John 9)?

2. How was Christ’s death a ransom 
(Matthew 20:20)? (See Romans 
3:23; 5:6; 6:23)

3. What is to be out attitude as a 
servant?

 a. Galatians 5:13

 b. Ephesians 5:21

 c. Philippians 2:3

 d. Matthew 23:11-12
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Self-Sacrifice
READING: Matthew 19:1–20:16

Parallel: Mark 10:1–31; Luke 18:15–30

Any study of world history will quickly lead to a 
necessity of understanding a few Catholic doctrines 
since Catholicism dominated and directed much 
of what happed between 500 and 1800 A.D. One of 
the principles that is learned is such a study is that 
of monastic living – I mean the celibacy of ‘priests’ 
and a poverty of lifestyle. Where did this come from? 
Matthew 19.

Jesus doesn’t tell us celibacy is necessary for 
salvation, but verse 12 does say “there are also 
eunuchs who made themselves eunuchs for the sake 
of the kingdom of heaven. He who is able to accept 
this, let him accept it.” The problem is this is not 
practical or true. Even Jesus said “not all men can 
accept this statement” (v.11). If righteousness were 
attained through celibacy, the human race would 
soon cease to exist. “The error lies in the assumption 
that abstinence from things lawful is of a higher sort 
of virtue than temperance in the use of them” (The 
Training Of The Twelve, Bruce, p.256).

Jesus proceeds to teach in verse 21 that in order 
to be “complete” or “perfect” the young man was 
to sell his possessions and “give to the poor.” This 
has led many in the last thousand years to believe 
they must live a life of poverty to have “treasure in 
heaven.” Yet we can easily see many in Scripture who 
had wealth and were considered righteous, so this 
cannot be teaching that salvation is based on our 
income. Rather, Jesus was teaching how difficult it is 
to subordinate all things to the Kingdom of God. He 
is to have first place.

The disciples quickly ask: “Behold, we have left 
everything and followed You; what then will there be 
for us?” (Matt. 19:27). Jesus clearly teaches rewards 
will be given to those who sacrifice. The apostles 
had given up fishing boats and were to be rewarded 
with thrones. No matter what we may have given 
up, it doesn’t compare to the reward. Therefore, we 
can’t help but see God’s grace and mercy at work in 
forgiving us. And even though our “all” may be very 
little, Jesus remembers it as our “all.” The promise of 
the reward of heaven humbles all of us.

Finally, Jesus concludes with a simple statement: 

“many who are first will be last; and the last, first” 
(Matt. 19:30). He follows this with the parable of the 
laborers in the vineyard. He first paid the workers 
hired. “In estimating the value of the work, the divine 
Lord whom all serve takes into account not merely 
quantity, but quality; that is, the spirit in which the 
work is done” (ibid., p.272). Sacrifices done with the 
wrong motive do not please God. Paul said, if it is 
done without love, “I am nothing” (1 Cor. 13:1–2). 
The reward for the labor is up tot he Lord. He does 
none of us wrong by keeping His promises.

Self-sacrifice is a command of God, but many have 
misunderstood and misapplied His teaching.

Lesson 8
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1. What is the hundred fold we receive now as our reward (Matt. 19:29; Mark 10:29–30)?

2. List five things which you believe make you a “rich” person in this world. Why would these things 
make it difficult for you to enter the kingdom of heaven?

3. What dangers do we face when we make sacrifices for Christ’s sake?

4. How then are we to sacrifice ourselves today?

Short Study
Three parables deal with self-sacrifice and the 

rewards that follow. They are:
The parable of the Talents  (Matt. 25:14–30)
The parable of the Money (Luke 19:12–28)

The Laborers in the Vineyard (Matt. 20)

1. In the parable of the Money, how 
much money did the master give 
to each servant? How does this 
quantity compare with the work 
done by each servant?

2. In the parable of the Talents, 
how much money was given to 
each servant, and how does this 
compare with the work done?

3. In the third parable (our reading) 
how does the work done compare 
with the reward?

4. What is different between the 
worker’s attitudes in this third 
parable?

5. How does the doctrine of ‘the first 
being last and last first’ apply to 
these readings?

1. The disciples said, “it is better not to marry” (Matt. 19:10). 
What does Jesus teach in His response? Does He agree or 
disagree?

2. How does Paul seem to explain this teaching of Christ               
(1 Cor. 7:7–9, 25–35)?

3. Why does Jesus say it is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of 
heaven?

4. How did the twelve apostles “sit upon twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel” (Matt. 19:28)?

5. Why would the disciples then ask “who can be saved?” and 
what did Jesus mean by “all things are possible with God”   
(Matt. 19:25–26)?
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READING: John 13:1–20

What an unusual spectacle to behold the Savior 
washing the feet of the disciples. So unlike an earthly 
king who would never stoop to such a menial and 
demeaning task; yet, Jesus is not like earthly kings. 
This is strongly pointed out in the opening statements 
of the chapter.

Verse 1 begins by speaking of Jesus’ love for His 
own. I believe this is speaking of His love for His 
disciples. They are the ones He chose to spend the 
last days and hours of His life with. Knowing He was 
going to die, He loved His disciples to the end. When 
most would have been thinking of themselves, He 
was thinking of others and what He needed to teach 
them by way of example.

Jesus loved His disciples to the end, even the one 
that was to betray Him (verse 2). At the very moment 
when Judas was platting betrayal in his heart, Jesus 
loved him. He washed His feet indicating the servant’s 
attitude to the one who was lost. He truly worked to 
overcome Judas’ evil with good.

Jesus knew all things were given to Him by God, 
that He had come from God, and was going back to 
God (verse 3). He was worthy of honor and glory. All 
respect and dignity is due Him. He had power over all 
flesh and nature. With those thoughts in His mind He 
gets up and prepares to wash the disciples’ feet.

Imagine being present when Jesus gets up, takes off 
His robe and girds Himself with a towel. We can well 
envision the conversations falling silent, the attention 
being given solely to the Master. We are not told of 
anyone saying anything till Peter speaks, but that does 
not mean Peter was first. Peter objects, feeling it was 
wrong of Jesus to wash His feet, but Jesus, teaching 
Him the necessity of it, and Peter allowed it saying, 
“not my feet only, but also my hands and my head” 
(verse 9).

The washing of their feet had to have been burned 
into the memory of the disciples. Later as they 
reflected on their time with Jesus, this event must 
have repeatedly been recalled. Such a tremendous 
example of servitude at such a time of personal 

difficulty. What a lesson of humility from the Son of 
God!

Jesus desires for all His disciple to have the same 
attitude of humility that “does” for others. There 
are no positions in God’s kingdom that are above 
servitude. To be greatest, we must be servant of all. 
Jesus is the supreme and best example of humble 
service in what He has done for all mankind - both 
good and bad. It is difficult for us to follow His 
example.

We in the Church need to give heed to His 
instruction that basically teaches if we do not serve 
one another in love, we do not have a part with Him. 
The bickering, gossiping, spiteful attitudes which 
some Christians hang on to must be put away from us 
so that love can prevail. We are not greater than Jesus, 
and Jesus was a servant to all. We must go and do the 
same.

Lesson 9
Humility
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1. How do we “wash one another’s feet?”

2. What other specific aspects of Christian life apply to the statement in John 13:17?

3. What attitudes should a slave be expected to exhibit toward his master (John 13:16)?

4. What prevents us from humbling ourselves in service to one another?

Comparative Study
1. What other New Testament 

passages teach a similar concept 
as found in John 13:15–17?

2. What other New Testament 
passages speak of Jesus being our 
example?

3. From John 13:18, was Juas chosen 
merely to fulfill prophecy? (see 
also John 17:12; Acts 1:16–20; 
Matt. 26:47–56)

1. What two statements are made by Peter? How do they 
contracict (John 13:6, 8)?

2. What did Jesus mean by telling Peter “you are clean”           
(John 13:10)?

3. Why did Jesus wash their feet?

4. What attitude does Jesus want the disciples to have for each 
other? (see also John 13;34–35)
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Lesson 10
The Kingdom

Jesus tells us the reason He came was to preach 
(Mark 1:38) and to “call” the “sick” (Mark 2:17). He 
did this be telling men to “repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 4:17). As He went 
through Galilee, He was proclaiming “the gospel of the 
kingdom” (Matt. 4:23).

In His teachings, Jesus makes it clear there are 
requirements for entering the Kingdom (John 
3:3–5). He has much to say about the character of 
citizens in the Kingdom. The Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 5–7) has Jesus teaching many things about 
true righteousness and the need to obey God (Matt. 
7:20–21).

It is also very evident that the Kingdom of heaven 
was to be established by Jesus (not yet being in 
existence) and that the “keys” tot he kingdom were 
given to Peter (Matt. 16:19). Many in our religious 
culture speak of the Kingdom as yet to appear, 
often connecting it with erroneous teaching about a 
“rapture” based on Revelation chapter 20. It is true 
that Jesus said it was at hand,” but did He mean it 
would not appear for more than 2000 years? If it has 
not yet appeared why was Peter given the “keys”? 
Keys open things. The simple truth is this: Peter was 
given the blessing of opening the door of salvation 
tot he world. Just as requirements were placed on 
admission to the Kingdom, we see Peter preaching 
these necessities for salvation in Acts 2 which marks 
the establishment of the church which Jesus said He 
would build (Matt. 16:18).

The Kingdom was not what the Jews were 
expecting. They looked for the Messiah to come 
and literally sit on the throne of David in Jerusalem, 
throw off the yoke of Roman oppression, and return 
the Israelites to a world power such as existed in the 
reign of Solomon. When the Pharisees were asking 
when and how the Kingdom would come, Jesus 
replied, “the kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 
17:21). When Pilate questioned Him about being 
King of the Jews, Jesus said, “My Kingdom is not of 
this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My 
servants would be fighting, that I might not be delivered 
up to the Jews; but as it is, My Kingdom is not of this 
realm” (John 18:36). So many today need to learn this 
teaching who are convinced Jesus is going to come 

reign on the earth for a thousand years. The Kingdom 
Jesus established is spiritual. It is the church.

In relating the character of Kingdom citizens, Jesus 
usually employed the teaching technique of parables. 
When asked why He taught in parables, Jesus said, 
“to you it has been granted to know the mysteries 
of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not 
been granted” (Matt. 13:11). He then relates seven 
parables and some of their explanations that describe 
the Kingdom. These will be explored in more depth 
in the questions which follow. The mysteries of the 
Kingdom existed at the time of Christ, but these 
mysteries are now known to us (Eph. 3:4) because the 
Kingdom has already been established.

Because of incorrect thinking, Jesus did much 
teaching about the Kingdom. Teaching we still need 
to hear today.
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1. Give evidence for why the concept of the Kingdom being established at the “rapture” is a false 
doctrine.

2. How can an understanding of the Kingdom enable us to better teach others about: one church, 
authority, necessity of baptism?

3. How does viewing ourselves as a citizen of the Kingdom enable us to better serve God?

Entrance
1. Explain how Peter used the keys 

of the Kingdom (Acts 2 and Acts 
10).

2. What requirements are given for 
entering the Kingdom (John 3:3-
5; Acts 2:38; Matt. 5:20, 7:21)?

3. Is there a difference between 
the Kingdom of heaven and the 
church? (see 1 Cor. 15:24)

• Please read Matthew 13.

• List the seven parables that pertain to the Kingdom.

• For each parable, cite what point Jesus is teaching us about the 
Kingdom.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
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Lesson 11
Charge To Disciples

READING: John 15:1–16:33

This is perhaps one of the most misunderstood 
passages in all of the teachings of Jesus - particularly 
John 15. To gain understanding we must always 
examine the context in which a passage is found. This 
contextual reading begins in John 13:1 at the Feast 
of the Passover when Jesus entered the upper room 
with His disciples. Judas has now departed and the 
remaining eleven are hearing these words.

Perhaps the key verse to our reading is in John 
15:16 “you did not choose Me, but I chose you, and 
appointed you, so that you should go and bear fruit, 
and that your fruit should remain, that whatever 
you ask of the Father in My name, He may give you.” 
Jesus wants the disciples to know He expects much 
of them. At a time just before His arrest He tells 
them they will have to take His place. They will be 
His representatives on earth. Paul later describes the 
apostles as the “ambassadors of Christ” (2 Cor. 5:20). 
They must carry on the work Jesus began.

Jesus’ desire is that the disciples be fruitful. He 
relays this through a beautiful figure of the grape-
vine and the vine-dresser (15:1). This was a figure 
to which the disciples could easily relate since it was 
so common in their society. He speaks of pruning 
unfruitful branches, but quickly states “you are 
already clean because of the word which I have spoken 
to you” (15:3). The process of lopping off a dead, 
unspiritual branch had already been accomplished 
when Judas “left immediately” after Jesus said “what 
you do, do quickly” (13:27ff). The remaining apostles 
do not have to worry about being lopped off, though 
they have much yet to learn.

Discipleship is mentioned several times in relation 
to abiding in the vine, showing love for one another, 
bearing fruit, and keeping His commandments. 
Jesus says He has continued to abide in God’s love 
by His obedience, and as disciples we can continue 
to abide in His love by our obedience (15:10). God 
loves everyone, but His abiding with us (and us with 
Him) is clearly related to our action or inaction. 
The greatest love anyone can have is to lay down 
their life for friends (15:13). Jesus has done this for 
all mankind. Thus He says we are His friends when 
we obey Him (15:14) - we are the friend of God. 

Discipleship and friendship are used synonymously.

The latter part of chapter 15 and all of chapter 16 
has Jesus dealing with the realistic expectations of the 
disciples. Namely, that they would be persecuted, that 
a time of sorrow would be followed by great joy. Their 
understanding would be made complete, but He must 
first leave them. The disciples struggled with this 
asking, “what is this He says” (16:18). Jesus reinforces 
and repeats His teaching that through their questions 
they have revealed their lack of understanding, “in 
that day you will ask Me no question” (16:23).

These words were surely intended to offer comfort 
to the disciples in a very trying time, which was to 
shortly take place. They help us in the same way.



Page 27

A
P
P
L
I
C
A
T
I
O
N
S

1. Give reasons and explanations why John 15 is not speaking of the branches as being various 
denominations.

2. Of what importance to OUR understanding of truth is John 16:13?

3. If the disciples were miraculously given the knowledge and explanation of the mysteries of God - do 
we need to learn these things? How?

4. How does God “prune” us? Why? (15:2)

1. Explain what Jesus meant in verse 4, “abide in Me, and I in 
you.” How does this relate to the figure of a vine and branches?

2. What two expectations does Jesus give about the fruit (15:8, 
16). Please give the meaning.

3. What importance does Jesus place on love of each other as 
relates to bearing fruit?

4. The joy in verse 11 must be connected to bearing fruit (the 
context of the reading). What do you think the “joy” refers to?

1. What kind of sufferings does Jesus 
tell the disciples to expect?

2. The disciples still had many 
questions and were unclear about 
meanings. How did Jesus say these 
things would be answered?

3. How did Jesus’ teaching move 
rom figurative” to “plain” (16:25)?

Suffering & LearningWhat Does It Say?
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Lesson 12
READING: John 21:15-23

This text finds Jesus asking Peter the same question 
three times: “Do you love Me?” We can easily imagine 
the pain and distress in Peter’s heart as he could not 
help but recall his threefold denial of Jesus just a few 
weeks prior to this.

The first question is worded: “Do you love Me 
more than these?” This brings to mind the words 
of Christ at the Passover Feast before His trials. In 
Matthew 26:31 He tells the disciples “You will all 
fall away because of Me this night.” Peter responds 
in verse 33, “Even though all may fall away because 
of You, I will never fall away.” This thought had to 
have been ripe in Peter’s mind as He was asked i He 
love Jesus. He says “you know that I love you” (John 
21:15). Peter acknowledged the Divine nature of 
Jesus in being omniscient (all-knowing). Knowing 
of His love, Jesus gives him the instruction to “tend 
My lambs” (“feed My lambs”, KJ). Knowing Pete’s 
heart felt pangs of remorse and perhaps guilt over his 
falling, Jesus knew he was well suited to tend to those 
young lambs who may also struggle with temptation 
and sin. Jesus appears to be telling Peter that though 
he had failed in the past, Jesus still wanted him to be 
His apostle.

The threefold instruction to feed the sheep 
indicates He did not want Peter to shrink from the 
responsibility given to him. He wanted Peter and the 
other apostles to be strong for those that would follow 
after them. Their duty as those strong in faith was to 
help those who were weak in faith. This stands to be 
a good reason why elders in the church are not to be 
“new convert” (1 Tim. 3:6) but one who has matured 
in the faith. Only after the weak have become strong 
can they care for others with the tenderness and 
compassion that befits Christianity. In our text 
Jesus seems to be announcing to the disciples that 
they were ready to make a transition from boyhood 
to maturity, from dependence to leadership. They 
were to begin doing the work for which they had 
been training. They were to be Christ’s deputies and 
ambassadors.

We see two signs of maturity in Peter’s responses. 
One, he is very modest in saying “I love You” but 
does not say “I love you more than these” as was 

his previous inclination. The bragging spirit has left 
him. Secondly, Peter was “grieved” over his past 
sin. It was not anger, shame or even irritation; he 
was grieved. No pride or passion is evident - only a 
meek contrition. He is aptly fit to help those who fall 
because he will not forget that he is also a forgiven 
sinner.

After saying this and relating the kind of death 
Peter would suffer, Jesus then instructs him saying, 
“follow Me” (John 21:19). Peter, still holding to his 
nature, turns and points to John who was there 
with them and asks, “what about this man?” Almost 
asking, must he die the same way? Will he suffer also? 
Jesus, speaking as a leader states, “If I want him to 
remain until I come, what is that to you?” Hear the 
echo o the command: Follow Me! Even those in the 
leadership must first take care of their own soul - to 
be certain they are right with God. Then they can 
help others. So it is with all the disciples of Jesus. Our 
main function is not to convert people to Him, but 
to be converted ourselves. No matter what happens 
in this life, the one maxim we must cling to with all 
tenacity is: Follow Me.

Jesus would have every believer give himself up to 
His will in cheerful obedience, deeming all His order 
wise, all His arrangements good, being content to 
serve Him in a little or large way, for a little or long 
while, in life or in death. To Christ be the glory.

Feed My Sheep
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1. As Jesus instructs Peter to “feed My sheep.” Is He placing Peter as head over the church? Is he a 
“Pope”? Why or why not?

2. Not all can be feeding the sheep for some must be sheep. We must also follow Jesus and be willing 
to be guided by the shepherds. What passages give the appropriate behavior of the sheep toward the 
shepherds?

3. As in marriage, when men to not adhere to the God-given roles in the church, what happens? 
Describe experiences you have had when men did not “follow Jesus” in this way. How is this 
avoided?

Mature In Christ
What attitudes should the “strong” 
have toward the “weak”?

1. Romans 14 (especially verses, 13, 
19–20)

2. Romans 15:1

3. 1 Thessalonians 5:14ff (especially 
verse 21)

1. In the text, what indicates Peter’s repentant attitude over his 
denying Christ three times?

2. What other occasion(s) has Jesus calling Peter “Simon, son of 
John” (NAS) or “Simon, son of Jonas” (KJ)? Why would He 
address him in this way now?

3. Give the meaning of verse 18. What might this tells us of 
Peter’s changed character?

4. From verses 22–23 what do we know of the apostles 
understanding about Jesus’ return?



Page 30

Lesson 13
The Great Commission

READING: 
Matthew 28:18–20

Mark 16:15–16
Luke 24:47–49

Acts 1:6–8

No greater task has ever been given to such a 
small group of men as the commission Jesus gave 
the apostles. We cannot help but see the Divine 
in Jesus when He states that the scope of His plan 
encompasses “all the nations” (Matt. 28:19) telling 
them to “go into all the world and preach the gospel to 
all creation” (Mark 16:15). None but God could hope 
to teach all the world in the lifetime of these eleven 
men.

What a responsibility Jesus places on the apostles. 
Most of these men are uneducated, many fishermen 
by trade. This daunting task would have been 
terrifying to contemplate save that Jesus tells them 
they shall “receive power” (Acts 1:8) when the Holy 
Spirit comes upon them. The helper, the comforter, 
would aid them in this great work. The scope alone is 
one that none today would endeavor to take on, yet 
Jesus’ expectations of the apostles were very high.

The “fishers of men” statement (Mark 1:17) is now 
explained: “go therefore and make disciples” (Matt. 
28:19). This is a strong statement, one which I think 
we even sometimes misunderstand. Just as Jesus had 
trained the apostles making them His disciples, so the 
apostles were to train others. As will be brought out 
int he questions, Scripture also places this command 
upon every one of us.

Jesus gives some specifics about how it is we are 
to make “disciples” of men, but sadly, many in the 
religious world today choose to ignore what Jesus 
said. We cannot do that, we must “observe” (Matt. 
28:20) what He has said, or we will not be His 
disciples!

Just as the apostles were to be “witnesses” (Luke 
24:24; Acts 1:8) of the things Christ said and did, so 
we are to be His witnesses in the world today. How 
shall men hear about the truth if we do not speak 
about Christ? Witnessing” has become a slogan of 
sorts in some denominational circles, but for us it 
should be a truth - we tell others about Christ. That is 

what a disciples does.

In all the history of the world that is known at this 
time, no commission has ever been given to such a 
small group of men that includes such a vast scope of 
importance. Only God has given this command, and 
only God expects for men to obey it. We would not 
have placed such a responsibility on so few, but God 
did. God’s wisdom is evident in the establishment 
of the church through the work of the Spirit and the 
apostles. The great commission must be overlooked 
or dismissed by us today, because in it we find the 
intent of what Jesus desires from us - that we all 
become His disciples.



What Does It Say?
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1. The religious world today wants to pick and choose what they will obey from God’s word. 
Demonstrate how the great commission can be used to teach the error of this way of thinking.

2. The apostles were “baptized with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:5). What did this mean? Do the signs of 
belief (Mark 16:17) exist today? (see 1 Cor. 13:8ff)

3. Why are we expected to obey the great commission?

1. What specifics are given about how a person becomes a 
disciple of Christ?

2. Mark 16:17–18 indicates what signs that will accompany those 
who have believed? Give New Testament examples of these 
things happening.

3. How does Acts 1:8 indicate the spread of the message was 
to take place? Trace some examples from Acts of what really 
happened.

4. Did the apostles teach the world the gospel in their lifetime? 
(give Scriptural proof)

1. What is meant that we are 
baptized “in the name of ” (Matt. 
28:19; Luke 24:47)?

2. How might this relate to praying 
“in Jesus’ name”?

3. We cannot all physically go into 
all the world. How then are we to 
fulfill the command?

All Authority


